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Feeding the Gulf Coast Boosts Mobile Pantry Distributions in Response to 
Increased Need due to COVID-19 

Milton, FL -- April 7, 2020  

Feeding the Gulf Coast is no stranger to disaster relief; however, the organization has 
discovered new challenges when responding to the increased need due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The food bank is experiencing an increased need during this time. However, 
logistically the food bank has been challenged with the need to figure out new ways to carry 
out day-to-day operations. 

Feeding the Gulf Coast has operated the Mobile Pantry Distribution Program for years, but 
with concerns over limiting physical contact, these one-day food distribution events have 
become solely a drive-thru model. Because of this demand, the food bank has had to re-
evaluate how these distributions run and have upped safety practices as well. Last week 
alone, the organization distributed over 100,000 pounds of food at these distributions. The 
staff continues to work to schedule more distributions like these over the coming weeks, with 
multiple already scheduled. Distributions this week include: 

● Crosspoint United Methodist Church - April 10 @ 10:00AM 
○ 214 Partin Drive South, Niceville, FL 32578 

● My Inspiration for Gods News Outreach Ministry Inc. - April 10 @ 7:00AM 
○ 3405 North S Street, Pensacola, FL 32505 

● A Hand Up - April 11 @ 10:00AM 
○ 922 East 9th Court, Panama City, FL 32401 

As Feeding the Gulf Coast continues to serve seven counties in Northwest Florida, the need 
for additional agencies in some of these counties is rising. The food bank has a need for 
community partners to host Mobile Pantries in Washington, Holmes, and Okaloosa Counties. 
If you know of a community organization which may be able to assist, please visit https://
www.feedingthegulfcoast.org/get-involved/become-an-agency-partner.  
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Feeding the Gulf Coast, formerly Bay Area Food Bank, serves a 24-county area spanning the 
Florida panhandle, south Alabama, and south Mississippi. In 2018, the food bank distributed 
over 22 million meals to over 400 church pantries, soup kitchens and other nonprofit 
organizations throughout its service area. The food bank also operates multiple hunger-relief 
and nutrition programs, including Summer Meals, Afterschool Meal, Backpack, Disaster 
Relief, Mobile Pantry and Produce Drop Distributions, and Nutrition Education. Feeding the 
Gulf Coast is a United Way member agency and a member of Feeding America. For more 
information, visit www.feedingthegulfcoast.org.   

Feeding the Gulf Coast’s Non-discrimination Policy  
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 
institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by the 
USDA. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should 
contact the responsible Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English. 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) 
mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider 
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